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and, believing they held the balance of power, certain of them threat-
ened to oppose all appropriation bills until some tariff legislation was
forthcoming. As Phelps could not get his committee to agree on any-
thing, the question was turned over to party caucuses.
The Senate Democrats met first, January 29. Bigler of Pennsylvania
introduced a resolution to raise the tariff, but his colleagues would have
none of it. They refused to bind the party and voted that it was inex-
pedient to alter the tariff at this time. The anti-tariff Democrats in the
House sought to endorse this move and held a caucus on February 1;
but hardly any from free-labor states attended. Since this body could
not agree on any alternative, it appointed a committee to study economy
and voted to hold a caucus of all the House Democrats. The Pennsyl-
vanians refused to attend this next meeting but gathered by themselves
and restated then* position.
The general meeting February 5 heard an optimistic report from
their economy committee. These political students of finance had con-
cluded that Cobb's estimates of revenue were too low, and with certain
economies in printing, in public construction, and in army and navy ap-
propriations the available revenue would do. Crawford of the ways
and means committee offered a plan to cut $10,000,000 from the appro-
priations and to reissue $12,000,000 of the Treasury notes. Discussion
grew so warm that the caucus had to adjourn; when it reconvened
four nights later, it agreed to a new resolution presented by Phelps,
which also recommended a Treasury note issue and reduced appropria-
tions. Its decision only aggravated the tariff Democrats and seemed to
endanger the supply, bills.8
The struggle continued on the floor of each house. Bigler started de-
bate in the Senate by introducing his defeated caucus resolution for
raising the tariff. In the House Phelps hoped for some light from Cobb
and put through a resolution requesting recommendations from the
Secretary. When Cobb merely repeated his annual report, Phelps swore;
but that did not supply funds. Finally in desperation Chairman Phelps
brought in a bill February 14, merely authorizing the reissue of Treas-
ury notes, and moved suspension of the rules so that it might be con-
sidered immediately. The tariff men promptly ganged up on him and
defeated his motion. Next they attempted to get action on a resolution